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The photos above were taken by Post Member Bob Henderson and showcase the 
Post’s new exterior lighting, mural, and resurfaced parking lot.  
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“One flag, one land, one heart, one 
hand, one Nation, evermore.”  - Oliver 
Wendell Holmes  
 

From the Desk of the Commander 

Post 663, I have asked the leadership 
team to briefly (re)introduce themselves 
to the members of our Post.  Please let 
me start but doing just that.    

Some of you may remember that I have 
served as Commander in the past for Post 
663 from 2012-2015.  I am married to 
Carol with two children –a boy and a girl 
(now a man and woman!)  Our son is a 
Catholic Priest and our daughter is a 
dental hygienist.  She is married and has 
given us two beautiful grandchildren.   

I asked the leadership team to tell what 
their favorite good is and the hobbies they 
enjoy.  Hands down, no contest and not 
even a fair fight – my favorite food is pizza!  
Pizza of any kind really, but the more meat 
and toppings on the crust, the better I like 
it.  My hobbies include fishing in Canada 
with our son, woodworking, and 
gardening (vegetable & flower). 

Many of you have inquired about the 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
and being able to donate to our American 
Legion Post.  First, let me say THANK YOU 
for even considering donating to our Post.  

We believe we have figured out the way 
for you to accomplish this endeavor and 
will be forwarded to all of you through a 
separate email soon.  We want to make 
sure the content of that email is correct, 
and the processes described will work. 

Things to keep in mind as we enter the 
last quarter of the year include Veterans’ 
Baskets, Veterans’ Day, Wreaths Across 
America (content will be in the same 
email as the RMD info), our Thanksgiving 
meal for our membership dinner next 
month, and the potluck dinner in 
December.   

I am humbled to be elected as your 
Commander again and will do everything I 
can to keep our Post strong, vibrant, and 
in front of our Urbandale Community.  

Rob Stark, Commander Post 663 

Urbandale Auxiliary   

The September project for our Auxiliary 
was passing out 47 children’s backpacks 
and school supplies during the Stand 
Down for Homeless Veterans held on 
Friday, September 12, Saturday, 
September 13, & Sunday, September 14. 

Our October project is helping collect 
funds at Hy-Vee.  This helps fill the 
Christmas Bags for our veterans.  

We are also helping a family whose father 
has been deployed. 
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Our Membership is going well.  If you have 
not renewed, please plan to do it now.  If 
you would like to join the Auxiliary, please 
let me know. Thank you! 

Joann Hotovec, Urbandale American 
Legion Auxiliary President, Post 663 

(Joann has served as the Auxiliary 
President since July 2021.) 

From the Adjutant 

You may know me as Stephen or Steve 
Smith (I answer to either one).  I have the 
honor of serving as the Post 663 Adjutant.  
I served in the US ARMY, the Oklahoma 
Army National Guard, and the US ARMY 
Reserve, ultimately retiring with 42 years 
of service.  I like all kinds of food.  I enjoy 
collecting and repairing old watches, 
wine-making, and limited woodworking.   

The year is flying by, and we all are busy, 
so it seems.  There are all kinds of 
volunteer hours being expended by our 
members, but how many of us are 
documenting those hours?  It won’t be 
long, and I’ll be filling out the Annual 
Consolidated Post Report.  It would be 
helpful if I didn’t have to guess what kjind 
of volunteer activities and how much time 
was spent doing those large and small 
deeds.  How about it?  Would you be 
willing to create a list of your volunteer 
activities and the hours spent?  Thank you 
in advance. 

I attended the 6th District Fall Conference 
in Altoona on September 20, 2025.  I 
found it to be very informative and will 
attend such events as this in the future.  
The one point that was emphasized 
repeatedly by senior staff members is that 
every individual Legion member is a 
recruiter.  If you know or meet a veteran 
who is not a Legion member, ask them 
“Why Not?” and offer an application.  You 
might be surprised by the answer.  The 
most common response is “nobody ever 
asked me to join”.  Refer your recruits to 
the Membership Chair, Peg Mullen.  

Other items of interest include the Fifth 
Grade American Flag Essay contest that is 
beginning, and Veteran’s Day is just 
around the corner.  

Steve Smith, Adjutant, Post 663 
Adjutant, ss49er@hotmail.com (515) 
745-7236 
 

From the Membership Chair 

Hi everyone – I’m back in the Membership 
Chair role supporting Post 663.  I retired 
from the US Navy after 22 years in the 
Reserves.  My husband and I enjoy 
walking, golfing, and travelling.  My 
favorite food is pizza!  

Thanks to all of you that have paid your 
2026 dues, doing so really helps our Post, 
and minimizes additional dues reminders.  

mailto:ss49er@hotmail.com
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Our dues are $50 this year, payable 
online, or by cash/check.  Right now, we 
have 160 members in good standing.  The 
Department of Iowa American Legion has 
given our Post a goal of 247.  Please reach 
out to me if you have any questions about 
your membership renewal or Legion 
status.  Our Post needs each of you to 
succeed in supporting our local veteran 
community.  Please renew soon! Thank 
you! 

Peg Mullen, Membership Chair, (515)-
205-6853 

From the 2nd Vice/Comms 

Hello Post 663!  While I’ve been a 
member of the Post for a few years, 
previous commitments haven’t allowed 
me to be as active as I’d like.  My kids are 
growing up, which means they need their 
mama less, which allows me to devote 
time and energy to our Post. 

I served as a medic in the Iowa Army 
National Guard and provided admin 
support at the Joint Operations Center on 
Camp Dodge, as well as assisting with 
recruiting events.  I served for 
approximately three years.  I met my 
husband, Zac, (also a veteran) while 
working on  Camp Dodge.  We’ve been 
married for 20 years and have two kids – 
Wesley, 19 and at Simpson College, & 
Maggie, 15 and at Des Moines Christian.  

(If you hear me refer to Moo, that’s 
Maggie’s nickname!) Zac serves with the 
Urbandale Police Department as a 
sergeant.   

There’s not much in the way of food that I 
don’t like, but I will never turn down 
spaghetti.  When I have downtime, you’ll 
find me with my kids or at their activities 
(gymnastics & speech/debate) or 
napping.  I enjoy knitting, reading, writing, 
and truly enjoy taking care of people. 

While I’m still new in my role (as well as 
unknown to many of you!), I look forward 
to helping information flow smoothly from 
Post to members, bringing new energy 
into our existing traditions, and engaging 
with the Urbandale Community to 
support the Post.  

Prior to Veteran’s Day, I’d like to compile a 
list of any known Veteran’s Day 
ceremonies in the area as well as any 
local eateries offering a free meal to our 
veterans.   If you know of any to include, 
please contact me by phone or email 
prior to November 7, 2025.  

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity 
to serve our Post. 

Nichole McDowell, Communications 
Chair, namcdowell2@gmail.com (515)-
729-4600 
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October Post Meeting/Dinner 

The Post’s October meeting will be held 
on Thursday, October 16, at 5:30.  The 
menu is Jerry Tallirico’s Chicken Alfredo.  
Please RSVP to Peg Mullen to help with 
food preparation. 

Flags for Sale:  

American Legion Post 663 sells new flags 
in three sizes 3X5 - $30.00, 4X6 -$40.00, 
5X8 -$50.00 The Post keeps several in 
stock. 

Community Events 

Downtown Urbandale Block Party -  the 
city of Urbandale is hosting a Block Party 
at 70th & Douglas on October 11, 4pm – 
7pm.  The city is using our Patriotic Mural 
wall as a ‘selfie station’.  The Post will be 
open as a way to drive recruitment, 
building rentals, & oversee the treatment 
of the mural wall.  The parking lot will be 
unavailable for parking.   

American Revolution Experience 
Traveling Exhibit – The American 
Revolution Experience Traveling Exhibit is 
coming to the Iowa Gold Star Military 
Museum October 14 to 25!  The DAR will 
hold a special “Open House” on Saturday, 
October 18 and will share stories of their 
American Revolution Patriots along with 
other surprises for the whole family. 

The exhibit is open to the public during 
the following hours: 

Tuesday - Friday | 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday | 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Iowa Gold Star Military Museum, Camp 
Dodge, 7105 Northwest 70th Avenue, 
Johnston, IA 50131 

Thank you to Michael Knight for sharing 
this event. 

November Food Drive – In conjunction 
with VFW Post 9668, the Post will host a 
Food Drive on November 15, from 10 am – 
2 pm.  The greatest need is for personal 
hygiene options (tp, toiletries, diapers, 
baby wipes) and monetary donations.   

Reminders & Requests 

Newsletter: The Post will have two 
methods of distribution - mailed & 
emailed.   The lowest cost option for our 
Post is to receive the newsletter by email.  
If you know a fellow Post member who 
does not receive the newsletter, please 
ask determine their preferred delivery 
method and advise Nichole McDowell.   

Social Media: The Post has a Facebook 
presence in the following ways: A private 
group specifically for members of Post 
663 and a public page that represents the 
post.  The intent of the public page is to 
assist in recruitment efforts as well as 
engage with the community.    


